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A few families (about 5) enroll in a summer institute for families who home educate their bright children.  It is a substantial commitment of 3 months.  It promises to be the ultimate experience for the entire family – learning the latest in teaching methods, curriculum, programs, technology, and travel.  It promises to transform the lives of the families who home school.

I. Intro all the characters into the place (setting)

Each family can represent a collection of characteristics of different home school families/bright kid families/family types.

The setting is an amazing retreat center, old “castle” feel, isolated on very expansive grounds, mountains

The families arrive, meet each other, react to the location, reveal some of the reasons they have come here, begin to ask a lot of questions.

II. The characters get settled into their rooms and begin to explore

Only one “receptionist/registrar” person is present and doesn’t have much to say except to get the guests into their rooms, get settled and tell them to feel free to tour the first floor and the grounds on their own until dinner – at 8:00.

Families discover their rooms, the weirdness builds, they talk to each other about their rooms, the lack of staff/people to greet them or tell them what to expect.  They compare rooms and begin exploring the first floor.  

The differences in the families - and the parents and children as individuals develops strongly through these first sections.  Develop characters through exploration of the setting and reactions to the experience.

III. Dinner, Evening and Night

There is no staff except the servers, who don’t talk.  The character development continues through dinner and through the evening and late into the night.

IV. The First Day

Everyone trickles down to breakfast.  Still complaining about the lack of structure and unpredictable nature of the place.

The first staff welcome them and give vague directions.

V. The first two weeks

Observation of the families doing home school assignments. Boring, no feedback.  Character development under strain of the unpredictable.

VI. Two more weeks 

There is two weeks of challenge tasks for the families. Getting difficult and straining everyone.  

Character development under emotional, physical and social strain.  Things fall apart. 

Difficult truths come out about the participants.

Major incidents begin to happen.  

Mystery?

VII. Month two

Mystery continues.  Difficult times, but changes begin erupt through the turmoil.  Shifts begin to happen as the staff begins to give feedback.

VIII. Month three

Mystery solved.

New forms emerge.  Some worse, most better.  Breakthroughs happen here. Truths about life emerge.  It isn’t about the home school process, it is about life, living it to its fullest – loving each other, growing to full potential, contributing to the world, gaining true wisdom, self-discovery. 

The path of the warrior is revealed.

